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  FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 January - February 2010  

 Ready or notéhere it is!  2010!  With the whirlwind of holiday festivities behind us, it 

is time to settle down and consider all of the wonderful possibilities before us in a brand new 

year.  SPS is officially entering a second decade, its 10th anniversary having been duly noted and 

celebrated at the delightful holiday party December 19th.  My goal this year as your in-coming 

president is to keep this wonderful organization active, growing and as helpful as possible to 

you, its members.   

 Many thanks to Susan Levitsky for all her hard work and dedication as your president 

these last two years!  She has graciously agreed to continue on the board, sharing the public 

relations director position with Kathy Frevert Levenson.  The 2010 board will include several 

new faces: Pat Stoddard Aragon will take over Exhibition Director as Ramona Beckwith 

retires; Robin French Stein will replace me as Secretary, and Carolyn Lewis is relieving 

Marise DõAbreu as our newsletter editor.  We welcome these new board members, and heart-

ily thank the outgoing members for all the time and effort they put into their positions!   

 2010 will also find us trying new ways to get our newsletter out.  At least half of the 

member responses from last Novemberõs survey agreed to receive newsletters by email.  We 

will, of course, continue to use regular mail service for those who prefer that, though you may 

get an email newsletter as well.  Many thanks to Carolyn Lewis for her enthusiasm in tackling 

the newsletter, and giving it a whole new look!   

 I hope each of you, whether at a professional or amateur level, will join me in looking 

for ways to take our paintings to the next level in 2010.  Give yourself the opportunity to learn 

by taking advantage of classes, demos, (including DVDs), subjecting your work to critiques, 

reading art books and magazines, visiting art museums, or studying paintings of artists you ad-

mire via the web.  Information and inspiration are available!  Be open to it!  And remember, our 

goal in planning our SPS events is to offer you  many opportunities to work on your talents in 

the company of artist friends.  Check out the calendar inside, and call me if you have ideas to 

add.   

 If you need extra incentive to work on your art skills this year, remember that SPS will  

again sponsor our international juried exhibition, Pastels on High, in October.  This is such an 

exciting competition.  It is also a huge effort, and volunteers will be needed for many aspects of 

it, including publicity before and during the show; soliciting, acknowledging and organizing 

awards; accepting, recording and tracking entries; creating the show catalog; reception planning, 

and many other support jobs.  Hang it Up Gallery in El Dorado Hills has once again agreed 

to host the exhibition, and Susan Levitsky has offered to head it up.  The POH committee 

will form soon, so please contact her and offer to help however you can (530-676-0781).  Have 

fun being part of the team as we work to bring about another great exhibition of our favorite 

medium: pastels!  I wish you all a Happy New Year, and happy painting!    -  Kathy Hall 
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            Check out our Website:   www.sierrapastelsociety.net 

http://www.sierrapastelsociety.net/


Please be sure to RSVP early to those hosting events, so that they can plan for the 
right number of attendees (food, timing, travel, etc) 
 

JANUARY 9th    Carpool trip to see the Plein Air Painters of America show, 

American Legacy: Our National Parks, at the Haggin Museum, Stockton 

(www.hagginmuseum.org), with a side trip to the Knowlton Gallery in Lodi to see 

their current show, Artists Choice (www.knowltongallery.com).  Start the year with 

some great inspiration, and have a fun day with fellow artists. Probably all day, 

with lunch in Lodi.  Contact Susan Levitsky for details and to plan carpools, (530) 

676-0781 or slevitsky@sbcglobal.net  

FEBRUARY 6th , 10 am ð 2 pm.   Figure/portrait paint-in at Jimmie Grannõs 

home studio in El Dorado Hills.  Bring your lunch and painting gear, and enjoy 

working from a live model.  This is a great opportunity!  Come have fun and try 

your hand even if youõre not experienced with figure work.  Contact Jimmie before 

Jan 30th at (916) 358-3805 or jcgrann@comcast.net  for more information and to 

let her know youõre coming.  Minimal cost sharing the modelõs fee. 

MARCH  27th, 1:00 p.m.  General Meeting - Demonstration by Waif Mullins, El 

Dorado Hills Senior Center.  Check him out: www.waifmullins.com 

APRIL      Painting critique by Anita Wolff.  (Time, date & location to follow) 

APRIL     Paint-out on 5 beautiful acres off El Dorado Rd, Placerville  (details to 

follow)                                               

MAY 4th     Entry day for Spring Brilliance Membership Show which will hang 

downtown Placerville at the new gallery of the El Dorado Arts Council at 459 

Main Street.  The show will hang for either two or three weeks, and will include 

Motherõs Day weekend and the 3rd Saturday art walk.   

JUNE  Weekend paint-out at  South Lake Tahoe, hosted by Susan Levitsky 

JULY   Possible paint-out at Hope Valley, hosted by Thaleia Georgiades 

AUGUST 7th   General Meeting, El Dorado Hills Senior Center 

  9:00 a.m. Terri Ford Demonstration                 

  12-1 p.m. lunch break 

                        1:00 p.m. View all entries for POH before jurying by judge  

SEPTEMBER 13th ð 17th     Richard McKinley Workshop, Hope Valley  

(workshop is full, contact Thaleia Georgiades to be on waiting list) 

SEPTEMBER 19th , 10:00 a.m.   Paint-out at Bridal Veil Falls picnic area 

OCTOBER 1st ð 23rd    Pastels on High International Exhibition, El Dorado Hills 

NOVEMBER      General Meeting ð to be determined 

DECEMBER      Winter Membership Show  (dates & location to be determined) 

*For further information, and to check recent event changes if any, see our 

website:    www.sierrapastelsociety.net/events 
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THE BOARD 2010 

 

President 

Kathryn Hall 

kathy@khallart.com 

or susihall@comcast.net 

530-620-3400 

 

Vice President 

Judy Hamner 

tjhamner@yahoo.com 

530-644-0131 

 

Secretary 

Robin French Stein 

temari530@yahoo.com 

530-647-1603 

 

Affiliate Directors 

 Susie Baggett 

Dave Williams 

dave@hangitupgallery.com 
916-939-1845 

 
 

Treasurer 

Joyce Amlick 

joycea@d-web.com 

530-676-2519 
 
 

COORDINATORS  
 

Membership Coordinator 

Judy Perry 

Jperry2788@earthlink.net 

530-621-1614 
 

(Continued next page) 

 

 

SPS EVENTS CALENDAR* 

http://www.sierrapastelsociety.net/
http://www.sierrapastelsociety.net/
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(COORDINATORS 

CONTINUED ) 
 

Newsletter Coordinator 

Carolyn Lewis 

carolynlewis1525@comcast.net 

530-295-4955 

 

Exhibition Coordinator  

Pat Stoddard Aragon 

paragon6261@wildblue.net 

530-620-2432 

 

Special Events Hostess 

Jimmie Grann 

916-358-3805 

 

Public Relations Coordinators 

Kathy Frevert Levenson and 

Susan Levitsky 

kathyhoward85@yahoo.com 

530-676-8532 

slevitsky@sbcglobal.net 

530-676-0781 

 

IAPS Liaison 

Mary Ann Broddrick  

mawreath1@sbcglobal.net 

530-622-2477 

 

Workshops Coordinator 

Thaleia Georgiades 

thaleia@directcon.net 

530-626-9188 

 

Web Coordinator 

Kathy Frevert Levenson 

kathyhoward85@yahoo.com 

530-676-8532 
 

10th ANNIVERSARY   
         

...AND HOLIDAY PARTY 2009  

This year our December 19th Holiday Party was combined with the celebration of 

Sierra Pastel Societyõs 10th Anniversary.  Susan Levitsky, our outgoing President, 

was emcee for the event and introduced  founding members of SPS who were pre-

sent: Joyce Amlick, Pam Findleton, Barbara Finley, Blanche Kawahara, Juri 

& Connie Randmaa.  (Founding members who did not attend were: Rena 

Bryla, Mary Ann Hadden, Marion Pedlar & Ken Schneidereit).  Our gratitude 

goes out to all of them for having the foresight to begin our art-full organization! 

Over forty members and guests attended.  Susan noted the many people and 

groups who have aided the Society over the years, including special advisor Urania 

Christy Tarbet, past presidents and board members, affiliate member Roberta 

Hendry who works with our member show judges, Connie and Juri Randmaa 

for hanging most all of our shows, and many others.  A collage of photos from the 

decade showed off our members and their artwork.  It will attend several events 

this year (the collage, that is), so you can still get a chance to see it.   

For a special treat, Dakota Art Pastels donated boxes of six extra soft pale tone 

Sennelier pastels for gifts to the artists (be sure to thank them if you call to order 

pastels from them).  Thank you Susan Levitsky for arranging this for us!  A deli-

cious cake was ordered by Judy Hamner.  The stylish Cascada Mexican Res-

taurant on Main Street, Placerville treated us to great food and ambiance.  It was 

also fun having the White Elephant Gift Exchange.  Some of us even got to keep 

our gifts! 

After our late lunch, some of us revisited the Signature Show still going on at 

Flowers on Main and enjoyed the Third Saturday Art Walk. 

 

What a great time!  Thank you to all who worked on getting this event together. 

Founder Joyce Amlick and early Society  

advisor Urania Christy Tarbet 

Outgoing President Susan Levitsky 

next to the collage of member activities 

http://www.sierrapastelsociety.net/


 

Awards Given in SPSõs  

First Signature Member Exhibition 

 

 Our very first Signature Show, brought about to help bring 

attention to SPSõs 10th anniversary, was a great success.  Displayed 

at Flowers on Main, downtown Placerville, from November 9th 

through December 31st, it was a gorgeous display of pastel art by 

some of our most talented members, both local and from as far 

away as New Mexico.   

 The following award winners, chosen by our judge, Stock-

ton artist and instructor Gil Dellinger, were honored at a lovely 

reception and award presentation Saturday afternoon, November 

21st.  San Jose artist Evelyn Delgado was awarded Best of Show 

for her painting, òSudden Stormó.  In the Landscape/Seascape 

category, first place went to Camino artist Anita Wolff for òNear 

Fort Augustusó; second and third place to San Jose artist Terri 

Ford for òPlacid Duskó and òDappled Shadowsó; Honorable 

Mentions went to Redway artist, Ralphie Hendrix for òPasture 

Roadó;  New Mexico artist Lee McVey for òCloudscapeó, and  

El Dorado artist Kathryn Hall for òThe Sanctuaryó.  In the Still Life/Floral category, first place was awarded 

to Paso Robles artist Ginger Toomer for òAshland Roseó; second place to San Jose artist Deborah Matlack 

for òJelly Bean Dreamsó; third place to Anita Wolff for ò3 Lilies with Purple Backgroundó, and Honor-

able Mention to Pollock Pines artist Urania Christy Tarbet for òSpring Rosesó.  In the Portrait/Figure cate-

gory, first place went to El Dorado artist Kathryn Hall for òContemplationó; 2nd place to Deborah Matlack 

for òThe Vampó; 3rd place to Brownsville artist Martin Bettin for òRodneyó, and Honorable Mentions to 

Deborah Matlack for òReposeó, and Pollock Pines artist Connie Randmaa for òSunshineó.  Pollock Pines 

artist Pamela Findletonõs òUntitledó was awarded 1st place in the Animal/Other category; 2nd place went to 

Martin Bettin for òShow Horseó, and 3rd place to Ralphie Hendrix for òTruck Bed Dogó. Congratula-

tions to all! 

 An additional award, the òArtistsõ Choice Awardó, was determined by the vote of those artists attend-

ing the reception.  The result was a tie between Terri Fordõs òPlacid Duskó and Pamela Findletonõs bear 

òUntitledó.  Both artists should feel very honored with this recognition by their peers. 

 Kathy Hall and Gloria Vernon co-chaired this exhibition, and extend their thanks to all those who 

assisted in making this such a successful event.  We are especially grateful to Judie Stewart, owner of Flowers 

on Main, for generously making available the venue for this show, and allowing us the use of her wall space in 

the beautifully combined gallery, flower and gift shop for such an extended period during the holidays.    

 

Gloria Vernon views beautiful reception food 

layout with Jeanne Di Mattia who assisted 

caterer Ryan Stewart  
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SIGNATURE SHOW AWARDS 2009 

 


